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Wimborne Minster Town Council 
Town Hall, 37 West Borough, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 1LT 

 
 

Minutes of Wimborne Minster Town Council meeting 31 January 2023 at 7pm in the Council 
Chamber at Wimborne Minster Town Hall, 37 West Borough, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 1LT. 

 
Present: Councillors: S Bartlett, D Burt, C Chedgy, J Hart, L Hinks, D March (Vice Chairman 

and Deputy Town Mayor), J Morgan, B Richmond, A Roberts, F Shirley and S 
Wheeler.  
Officers: L Harrison (Town Clerk) and K Brooks (Deputy Town Clerk). 
Members of the Public: one (Dorset County Councillor D Morgan). 

 

 

FC/2023/100 

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from Town Councillors C Butter (non-business), 

Hopkins (non-business) and Webb (non-business). Cllr Bartlett proposed to 

accept apologies from the Town Councillors, seconded by Cllr Wheeler and 

agreed by all. 

Resolved: apologies were accepted from Town Councillors Butter, 

Hopkins and Webb. 

Apologies were also revied from Dorset County Councillor Roe.  

 

 

FC/2023/101 

 

Declarations of interest and dispensations 

 

Cllr Bartlett declared a non-pecuniary interest (member of Dorset Council). 

 

 

FC/2023/102 

 

 

 

Public Participation 

 

None. 

 

 

FC/2023/103 

 

 

Updates, announcements and reports 

 

The report from the Town Mayor in respect of civic events attended since 

the last meeting was noted.  

 

Dorset County Councillor D Morgan confirmed Dorset Council were in the 

process of setting the budget for 2023 2024, the option to change the  

council tax for holiday homes had been deferred for further consultation, and 
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he had received correspondence for a resident at Old Road regarding 

access arrangements to the current Wyatt Home development (Rivers Edge) 

which he was progressing with Dorset Council officers. It was agreed that 

the Town Clerk would follow up enquiries with Dorset Council regarding the 

current planning permission and access to the site.   

 

Cllr Bartlett, as the Dorset Councillor for the Town, reported Dorset Council 

were awaiting the passing of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill to 

assess the impact it would have on planning and social housing needs. Cllr 

Bartlett also reported a PACT meeting had taken place on 25 January and 

was due to resume on 9 February. Cllr Bartlett also confirmed the Youth 

Café project was currently exploring recruiting a treasurer and Dorset 

Council’s Community Hub initiatives were progressing. 

 

Cllr Hinks reported, as a member on the  Wimborne Cemetery JMC, that 

responses from Colehill Parish Council and Pamphill and Shapwick Parish 

Council with regard to the preferred options to take the Committee forward 

were still outstanding.  Cllr Hinks also reported, as the representative of the 

Valognes Twinning Association, that nominations for the President role were 

to be decided at the Annual General Meeting on 14 February, and the full 

calendar of events was still going ahead as planned with the annual trip to 

France to take place in either June or September this year.  

 

Cllr Roberts, as the representative for Wimborne in Bloom, confirmed the 

organisation was not entering the “In Bloom” competition this year. Cllr 

Roberts also, as the Chairman of the Ochsenfurt Twinning Association, 

confirmed the Annual General Meeting was taking place on 23 February.  

 

 

FC/2023/104 

 

Minutes of Wimborne Minster Town Council meetings 20 December 

2022 and 9 January 2023 

 

Cllr Hart proposed to approve the minutes for the meeting on 20 December 

2022  as a correct record to be signed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr  

Morgan, nine if favour and two abstentions. 

Resolved: the minutes for the meeting on 20 December 2022 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Cllr Morgan proposed to approve the minutes for the meeting on 9 January 

2023 as a correct record to be signed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr 

Hinks, nine if favour and two abstentions. 

Resolved: the minutes for the meeting on 9  January 2023 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
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FC/2023/105 

 

Actions from previous meetings 

 

The Town Clerk confirmed the outstanding presentation by the Police and 

Crime Commissioner’s on the Police and Crime Plan was to take place at 

the next Full Council meeting on 28 February. 

 

The Town Clerk also confirmed Wimborne BID had declined the Town 

Council’s request for the Council representative on the BID not to be a  

Director. Cllr Bartlett proposed the Town Clerk contact the BID, thank them 

for their response, decline the invitation to join the BID Board and Council 

maintain dialogue with the BID via the Town Square Liaison Group. 

Seconded by Cllr Wheeler, all in favour. 

Resolved: the Town Clerk was to contact the BID, thank them for their 

response, decline the invitation to join the BID Board and Council 

maintain dialogue with the BID via the Town Square Liaison Group. 

 

Cllr Richmond confirmed all the trees had been planted for the Queen’s 

Canopy project and a final report would come to Council at some point. 

Council thanked Cllr Richmond for all his hard work on this project.  

 

 

FC/2023/106 

 

Minutes, notes and recommendations from committees and working 

groups  

 

The draft minutes and notes for the Planning and Environment Committee 

meetings on 3 and 23 January, Personnel, Policy and Strategy Committee 

17 January, Recreation and Leisure Committee 10 January, Neighbourhood 

Plan Working Group 24 January, and Action Plan Working Group 22 

November were all noted. 

 

 

FC/2023/107 

 

 

 

Recommendations from Committees and/or Working Groups 

It was agreed that the recommendation from the Personnel, Policy and 

Strategy Committee was moved back to the end of the agenda items. 

 

 

FC/2023/108 

 

 

 

 

Civility and Respect Pledge 

 

The Civility and Respect Pledge was reviewed and noted. Cllr proposed 

Wimborne Minster Town Council sign up to the Pledge with the proviso that 

the criteria for the Pledge continued to be reviewed, seconded by Cllr 

Morgan, all in favour. 

Resolved: Wimborne Minster Town Council signed up to the Pledge 

with the proviso that the criteria for the Pledge continued to be 

reviewed. 
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FC/2023/109 

 

BID request to support their ‘wayfinding’ planning application project 

 

Council discussed the project and Cllr Wheeler proposed that the application 

was not supported until the application came before the Planning and 

Environment Committee as part of its usual delegated responsibilities, 

seconded by Cllr Burt , all in favour. 

Resolved: the ‘wayfinding’ planning application from the BID was not 

supported until the application came before the Planning and 

Environment Committee as part of its usual delegated responsibilities. 

 

 

FC/2023/110 

 

Coronation event 

 

The various options regarding the Coronation event in May were discussed. 

Cllr March proposed Wimborne Minster Town Council plan and deliver 

option 3 (Council liaise with all local community and charity groups in the 

Town to publicise a programme of voluntary events on Monday 8 May) 

supported by a road closure (to include Church Street, Cornmarket, Cooks 

Row and any other roads suggested by councillors), a request of a “free” 

Square Day via Dorset Council and a request of the use of Minster Green 

via the Minster. Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, all in favour; 

Resolved: Wimborne Minster Town Council was to plan and deliver an 

event that involved all local community and charity groups in the Town 

on Monday 8 May to promote the ethos of volunteering in the local 

community, supported by a road closure (to include Church Street, 

Cornmarket, Cooks Row and any other roads suggested by 

councillors), a request of a “free” Square Day via Dorset Council and a 

request of the use of Minster Green via the Minster. 

The following councillors volunteered to help deliver the event: S Bartlett, A 

Roberts, D March, C Chedgy, L Hinks, B Richmond and S Wheeler. 

 

 

FC/2023/111 

 

Correspondence, meetings, training, consultations, and forthcoming 

meetings 

 

The correspondence from Citizens Advice and forthcoming meetings were 

noted.  

 

 

FC/2023/112 

 

Recommendation from the Personnel, Policy and Strategy Committee 

17 January. 

 

Cllr Chedgy proposed to exclude the press and public in accordance with 

s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 on the grounds 

that the following agenda item being considered involved the disclosure of 

confidential personnel information, seconded by Cllr Hinks, all in favour.  
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Resolved: the press and public were excluded in accordance with 

s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 on the 

grounds that the agenda item being considered involved the 

disclosure of confidential personnel information. 

The member of the public left the meeting and was thanked for attending.  

 

The recommendation from the Personnel, Policy and Strategy Committee 

was discussed and debated by all Councillors present and the Town Clerk, 

after being asked, provided her opinion. Cllr  Bartlett proposed the 

appointment of the Community Events and Liaison Officer’s role was put on 

a short term contract, was put on hold for 6 months with a review in 3 

months. There was no seconder. Cllr Wheeler proposed to move forward 

with the recruitment of the Community Events and Liaison Officer’s role with 

an appropriate probation period, seconded by Cllr Burt, seven in favour, two 

against and one abstention. 

Resolved: Wimborne Minster Town Council was to move forward with 

the recruitment of the Community Events and Liaison Officer’s role 

with an appropriate probation period. 

 

 

FC/2023/113 

 

Close of meeting 

The meeting was closed at 8.35pm. 

 

 
 
Signature of Chairman: ………………………………                 Date: ………………………… 
 
 
 
 


