Wimborne Minster Town Council
Town Hall, 37 West Borough, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 1LT
Councillors: S Bartlett, D Burt, C Butter (Town Mayor/Chairman), C Chedgy, L Hinks, M
Hopkins, D March (Deputy Town Mayor/Vice Chairman), B Richmond, A Roberts, F Shirley,
K Webb and S Wheeler.

Dear Councillors of Wimborne Minster Town Council
You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of Wimborne Minster Town Council on
Tuesday 28 June 2022 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, West Borough,
Wimborne Minster, for the purpose of transacting the following business as detailed on the
agenda below.

Louise, Harrison, Town Clerk for Wimborne Minster Town Council, 22 June 2022
Members of the public and press are welcome to attend any of Wimborne Minster Town
Council and Committee meetings. All agendas, reports and minutes can be viewed on the
Council’s website www.wimborne.gov.uk and requested from the Town Council offices (for
contact details see address above).
Under item 5 of the agenda members of the public can ask questions of Council in relation
to items on the agenda in accordance with Wimborne Minster Town Council’s Standing
Orders. Please notify your intention to speak either in advance of or at the meeting by
emailing the Town Clerk at louise.harrison@wimborne.gov.uk.
The agenda may be split into two parts – part of the meeting that is open to the public and
other part for items on the agenda which may be discussed in the absence of the press or
public because the agenda item for discussion includes personal, confidential, or sensitive
information (Exempt Business). The press and public will be asked to leave the meeting
once a resolution is passed that reflects a decision to go into Exempt Business.
Please be aware that filming, photographing, and recording may occur during the meeting.
A designated area will be set aside for members of the public not actively participating in the
meeting where there will be no filming or photographs taken.

Agenda
1. Apologies for absence
To receive and approve apologies for absence including reasons given (Local
Government Act 1972 s85 (1)) - please can Members give any apologies by email or
telephone by 5pm of the day of the meeting.

Town Council Agenda 28 June 2022
2. Declarations of interest and requests for Dispensations
To declare any interests’ councillors may have on items on the agenda and agree
any dispensations to stay (Wimborne Minster Town Council Code of Conduct).
3. Public Participation
For the public or press to ask questions of the Council on matters relating to this
Agenda.
4. To receive and note any updates, announcements, information, or reports from
(i) the Town Mayor (and Town Mayor’s representative if applicable),
(ii) Dorset County Councillors representing Wimborne on matters of interest to the town
and the local community, and
(iii) local organisations, Town Councillor representatives (appendix 1) and partners.
5. Town Council Minutes 3 May and 24 May 2022
To receive the minutes of the previous meeting of Full Council 3 May (appendix 2) and
Extraordinary Meeting on 24 May 2022 (appendix 3) as a correct record and signed by
the Town Mayor (Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12).
6. Matters to report from the Town Clerk in relation to actions from previous Town
Council meetings:
(i) Update on the Councillor vacancies
7. Committee minutes and working group notes
To formally receive and note committee minutes and working group notes:
(i) Personnel, Policy and Strategy Committee 24 June 2022 (appendix 4 to follow).
8. Recommendations from Committees and/or Working Groups
To consider recommendations from committees and/or working groups without
delegated powers:
(i) Personnel, Policy and Strategy Committee 24 June 2022.
9. Internal Auditor’s Report, End or Year accounts, Annual Governance Statement
and Annual Governance and Accountability Return 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022
(i) To receive and note the final Internal Audit Report (appendix 5).
(ii) To note the end of year accounts (appendix 6).
(iii) To note and approve the Annual Governance Statement (appendix 7).
(iv) To note and approve the Accounting Statements (appendix 8).
(v) To note and approve the date for the period of public right (appendix 9).
(vi) To note the supplementary information to the External Auditor (appendix 10).
10. Correspondence, training, consultations, and forthcoming meetings
(i) Correspondence: notes of the Dorset Council Planning Update for Town and Parish
Councils meeting on 27th May 2022 (appendix 11).
(ii) Consultations: none.
(iii) Upcoming meetings: Personnel, Policy and Strategy Committee 8 July (tbc), Town
Council 12 or 26 July (tbc), Resources Committee and Recreation and Leisure
Committee 19 July.
11. Close of meeting

Appendix 1

Wimborne – Valognes Twinning Association
Town Council representative’s report – 16.06.22

The Wimborne Valognes Twining Association has had a great start to this year. They have
held several well attended events including a “Poisson d’Avril” night, the French version of
April Fool’s Day and a French Evening. Both events raised healthy amounts to contribute to
the Association’s funds.
Of course the biggest event was the bi-annual visit of our French counterparts from
Valognes. There were 30 French guests all staying with host families in Wimborne. They
arrived on Friday 10th June in preparation for a weekend of events including the Folk
Festival!
On Saturday morning we held the Civic Reception and the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Diann March
gave a warm welcome on behalf of the Mayor along with a gift of Minster Gin. My thanks to
Cllr Simon Wheeler and his band who kick-started the day for us by playing outside the
venue in the sunshine. The French guests all commented how special it was for them to be
greeted by such a talented group of musicians. The Tricolour was also flying from the Town
Hall, many thanks to Jam and Shelagh for this and the Valognes flag was flying from the
Allendale Centre flagpole. With all the issues of Brexit and the pandemic, it was lovely to be
able to welcome our visitors again and keep the bonds of friendship alive between our two
Towns.
The guests and their hosts then mingled into the crowds of the Folk Festival to enjoy the
dancing, music and festivity. Many commented on how vibrant the Town was and how
beautiful it looked. There was a wonderful atmosphere and there was so much to see. The
weather certainly helped!
In the evening a double-decker London bus took everyone to Crane Valley Golf Club for the
evening reception. The Twinning Association Presidents gave speeches and exchanged gifts.
Cllr Kelly Webb kindly sponsored the Association to present each of the French guests with
the new enamel badges. It was a beautiful evening and the food, wine and conversation
flowed before the bus arrived for the return trip to Wimborne.
Our French friends departed on Monday morning on the Barfleur with the ties between the
Towns firmly re-established.

Cllr Louise Hinks

Appendix 2
- 7655 WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES

of a MEETING of the TOWN COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 3 MAY
2022 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, West Borough,
Wimborne Minster.

MEMBERS PRESENT
Cllr K F Webb – Town Mayor & Chairman of the Council
Cllr C L Butter – Deputy Town Mayor & Vice-Chairman of the Council
Cllr S K Bartlett
Cllr C A Chedgy
Cllr L C Hinks
Cllr D J March
Cllr W J Richmond
Cllr A E Roberts
Cllr S Wheeler
IN ATTENDANCE
Dorset Councillor David Morgan
Acting Town Clerk
Committee & Administration Officer
No members of the public were present.
176

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr D Burt
Cllr M J Hopkins
Cllr F Shirley

177

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest or dispensation requests.

178

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19 APRIL 2022
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting be confirmed and signed as
a correct record.

179

CASUAL VACANCIES
The Acting Town Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix A to
these Minutes.
The Acting Town Clerk had been advised that the likely cost to the Town
Council of holding the election would be in the region of £6750, including the

- 7656 cost of poll cards. Cllr Chedgy mentioned that this cost could be covered by
the current budget but that any additional election in the 2023/24 year was not
budgeted for.
180

CHRISTMAS OPENING ARRANGEMENTS
The Acting Town Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix B to
these Minutes.
The report recommended that the Town Council offices be closed over the
Christmas period and that staff would take annual leave, as appropriate.
RESOLVED that the recommendation to close the Council offices
between 12 noon on Friday, 23 December 2022 and reopen on Tuesday,
3 January 2023 at 9.30 am be approved.

181

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS/COUNCIL DIARY 2022/23
The Acting Town Clerk submitted a recommended Calendar of Meetings/
Council Diary for the forthcoming Municipal Year, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix C to
these Minutes.
The Acting Town Clerk reported that the only recommended change to this
diary was that the Personnel, Policy & Strategy Committee meet on 17 June
2022 instead of 10 June 2022.
Cllrs Roberts and Bartlett expressed concern that committees had not been
scheduled to meet on a monthly basis.
Cllr Chedgy believed that the proposed calendar made sensible use of the
resources available. Cllr Webb commented that if any Committee Chairman
felt that a further meeting was necessary this could be arranged.
RESOLVED that the Calendar of Meetings and the diary of events be
approved, as amended by the change in the date of the Personnel,
Policy and Strategy Committee.

182

THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY TREE TRAIL UPDATE
The Acting Town Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix D to
these Minutes.
The report detailed progress to date of this project and made
recommendations as to planting sites and the budget for the cost of the trees.
Some Members were unhappy that the Hanham Estate was a site for planting
as the area was not accessible to the public. Cllr Richmond reported that an
alternative site was the entrance to the Wimborne Cricket ground.
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The Acting Town Clerk made the Members aware that it was unlikely that
Colehill Parish Council would wish to jointly participate in the planting of a
circle of trees at By The Way Field as they had already planted a circle within
the Parish.
RESOLVED that:
a) The Council notes the proposed planting sites detailed in Appendix 1
and 2 to this report; and
b) a reserve list of tree planting locations be drawn up based on Member
suggestions; and
c) all the costs of the project be met from the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations budget; and
d) The planting of a circle of 7 trees be deferred as there were no funds
available at this time.
183

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
The Acting Town Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix E to
these Minutes.
The report detailed the background to the review and Dorset Council’s
subsequent recommendation to bring parts of the parish of Pamphill into the
Parish of Wimborne Minster and to change warding arrangements for
Pamphill, Shapwick and Wimborne Minster.
The Chairman reported that Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council was not
happy with the proposals and were intending to object to them. Pamphill &
Shapwick Parish Council had requested that the Chairman of the Town
Council meet him to discuss the matter. The Chairman was happy to meet
and had offered to do so, but had not heard back from that authority with a
date or time.
Members discussed the potential impact of the boundary change
recommendations on residents of the Almhouses and whether the scope of
the consultation by Dorset Council would have alerted them to the proposals.
As a Dorset Councillor, Cllr Bartlett advised that all relevant members of the
public had been consulted, although this was not necessarily through a
personal letter to the householder.
RESOLVED that the Town Council writes to Dorset Council stating that it
continues to broadly support the recommendations in the final report
but that the residents of the Alms houses may not have had access to
the CGR consultation and that they should be actively consulted before
any final decisions are made on the matter.
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DORSET COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Cllr Morgan reported that the ‘Beryl Bikes’ would be coming to Wimborne,
subject to suitable sites being found. The Town Council would be consulted.
He further reported that Dorset Council was investigating weed spraying that
had allegedly taken place around the play area at Riverside.
The revised car parking charges continued to be an issue and he had written
to Dorset Cllr Bryan, the Portfolio Holder, about this matter.
Cllr Morgan also reported that the proposed Community Garden would be
located in a section of the Paddock, as the old Wimborne First School (now
part of Beaucroft School).
Cllr Bartlett reported that Dorset Council was aware that part of the Julians
Road carriageway had sunk. The whole of the road would need to be repaired
and resurfaced. A date for this work to be carried out was not yet known.
Cllr Bartlett commented on the proposed housing development for 550
houses off Oakley Lane in the BCP area that had now received planning
permission. The impact on Wimborne Minster had been considered as part of
the planning of this development.

185

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT
The Town Mayor reported that there had been little activity since her last
report for the meeting held on 19 April 2022. She would be holding her Civic
Service at The Minster on 8 May 2022.

186

TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
Wimborne Valognes Twinning Association – Cllr Hinks reported that 31
French guests would be arriving in the Town over the Folk Festival weekend,
for the biennial visit.
Wimborne in Bloom (WiB) – Cllr Shirley reported that she had attended a
meeting in February and concerns had been raised about creating a ‘bee
friendly town’. Wilding Wimborne was liaising with WiB about this matter. She
further reported that she believed WiB would cease using glyphosate products
at the end of the year.
Wimborne Ochsenfurt Twinning Association (WOTA) – Cllr Roberts reported
that WOTA would be present on The Square on 5 June 2022 for the Jubilee.
The meeting closed at 8.09 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………. Date………..............
Town Mayor and Chairman of the Council
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- 7661 WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES

of an EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the TOWN COUNCIL held on
TUESDAY 24 MAY 2022 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Town
Hall, West Borough, Wimborne Minster.

MEMBERS PRESENT
Cllr C L Butter –Town Mayor & Chairman of the Council
Cllr D J March – Deputy Mayor & Vice-Chairman of the Council
Cllr S K Bartlett
Cllr D Burt
Cllr C A Chedgy
Cllr L C Hinks
Cllr M J Hopkins
Cllr W J Richmond
IN ATTENDANCE
Acting Town Clerk
Committee & Administration Officer
12

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.

13

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr A E Roberts
Cllr F Shirley
Cllr K F Webb
Cllr S Wheeler

14

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.

15

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
RESOLVED that Standing Order 30 concerning standing to speak be
suspended for the duration of the meeting.

16

LEIGH PARK PLAYING FIELD – QE II FIELD IN TRUST
The Acting Town Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix A to
these Minutes in the Minute Book.

Extraordinary Town Council – 24 May 2022

- 7662 RESOLVED that a variation of the existing Deed of Dedication to include
as a Field in Trust, the area of Leigh Park Playing Field cross hatched in
in red on the attached plan.
17

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about
to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the remainder
of the meeting.

18

FUTURE STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS
The Chairman submitted a confidential report, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix B to
these Minutes in the Minute Book.
RESOLVED that an offer of employment for the position of Town Clerk
be made to the candidate identified in the report subject to the
satisfactory completion of a six month probationary period and the
necessary legal and reference checks being carried out.
The meeting closed at 7.15 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………. Date………..............
Town Mayor and Chairman of the Council

Extraordinary Town Council – 24 May 2022

Appendix A

Subject:
Author:
Date:

Item 4 – Leigh Park Playing Field - Q.E. II Field in Trust
Acting Town Clerk
24 May 2022

In 2012, as part of H.M. Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge (H.M.’s Diamond
Jubilee Year), the Town Council agreed to dedicate two thirds of the grassed area of
Leigh Park Playing Field (LPPF) as a Field in Trust (FIT).
The effect of this was a binding legal obligation on the Town Council to protect LPPF
from development of any kind without the permission of the Fields in Trust
organisation.
The Town Council has, in the past, expressed a desire to dedicate the whole of the
grassed area of LPPF a FIT.
The Fields in Trust organisation has been contacted and supports the proposed
extension but, as before, suggest that the Rugby Club Pavilion and Leigh Park
Community Centre should be excluded from the Deed of Dedication. Their inclusion
would complicate and extend the process. The area suggested for exclusion from
the Deed is shown edged in blue on the plan attached (see Appendix 1).
It is RECOMMENDED that the Town Council approves a variation of the existing
Deed of Dedication to include as a Field in Trust, the area of Leigh Park Playing
Field crosshatched in red on the attached plan.
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Appendix 11

27th May – Dorset Council meeting – Dorford Centre – Dorchester
Dorset Council Planning Update for Town and Parish Councils
Date: Friday 27th May 2022
Time: 11:00am-13:00pm
Venue: The Dorford Centre, Dorchester
Address: Dorford Baptist Church, Bridport Road, Dorchester DT1 1R

Cllr March and Cllr Richmond attended the above meeting on Friday 27th May.
The venue was excellent but the sound quality left a huge amount to be desired
as did most of the projected PowerPoint slides. From a fairly close seating
position the slides containing graphs showing ‘application trend numbers’
were unreadable and the colour key indecipherable. The text slides were
generally better but overall the communication standard left much to improve.
A handout graphically illustrating the process of an application showed “Site
Notices displayed and consultees notified”. The notification of consultees,
I believe, doesn’t occur with T & PC’s no longer being informed of applications in
their area – a point made several times on the very full ‘Comments - A2
sheet+Post-It Note’ system at the side of the hall inviting feedback.
(It was noticeable to an extreme that the central ‘What isn’t working’ sheet
comment/responses outnumbered the ‘What have we got right’ and the ‘What
do you want to see more of’ feedback sheets. )
Page 2 of their handout listed ‘Material Considerations’ for commenting on
applications:
Overlooking – Privacy
Loss of light / over-shadowing
Parking
Traffic
Highway Safety
Noise
Effect on listed buildings & conservation areas
Layout & Density of Buildings
Design, Appearance & Materials
Government policy
Disabled persons Access
Proposals in the development plan
Previous Planning decision & appeals
Nature Conservation
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/services/help/faq/planning/about-theplanning-system/what-are-material-considerations

An attached map showed that 32 councils within Dorset had neighbourhood plans
as at April 2022

The two hour meeting was divided into a little over an hour for presentations by
DC
– a 20 minute break
– and a 40 minute Q&A session
The Q & A session raised points and concerns but in general were answered
‘defensively’ -in my view- by those presenters picking up on the points raised –
and in one case where a lengthy concern was voiced the presenter harried the
delegate to elicit a question from her rather than picking up on the trend of the
concern.
Main Introduction was by David Walsh – Portfolio Holder for Planning mainly
highlighted the conversion to the amalgamated service and the representations
being made to Central Government.

Mike Garrity – Head of Planning
Highlighted that DC are in the top 2% in terms of size with 7 authorities – Five
adopted local plans and four more in process. Four planning committees
handling. 2014 > 2020 showed an increase in +250% in applications.
Renewable Energy – the area generated 340MWh in 2020 [powering 320,000
homes] with new solar offering 90MWh additional.
The County was focusing on Nutrient level controls and run-off having a number
of sensitive areas such as the Somerset Levels and rivers such as the Avon and the
Stour that were of concern – and additionally feeding into Poole Harbour.
Helen Jordan – Senior Manager Spatial Planning
31 Neighbourhood Plans and 25 more on the way. NP’s part of Statutory
development.
Anna Lee – Services manager for Enrichment
550 decisions made every month.
In April 2022 … Time to process an application was 16 weeks
40% currently being delivered on time
121 Appeals from May 2021 to April 2022 – 40 subsequently allowed (33% on
appeal)
Challenges – responsibility to Climate and Ecology
Current Project > Validation of ‘Application Advice service + Checks review
Enforcement - Necessary for Public Confidence
Enforcement id discretionary - Currently 930 cases
– hindered by two vacant officer positions.
[ criticism in the feedback notes mentioned earlier that this process isn’t
apparent ]
Enforcement Policy currently being reviewed
Alison Turnlock – Conservation
187 Conservation areas
9227 Properties
3943 Tree Preservation Orders

Irreplaceable re future generations [ sadly I didn’t ask why pressure wasn’t
therefore put on Central Government to change the policy of ignoring
TPO’s when development required removal ]
NPPF “Great weight is given to the conservation of designated assets”
Alison T used the term ”Pragmatic Approach”
to “protect heritage and enable development”
2% of housing stock in England are ‘listed buildings’
DC has two tree teams with a backlog of several weeks
General round-up & Summary leading to Q & A’s
Currently a redesign of the Planning Website
Update of What We Do Well
Questions:
• DC was asked for an Objective assessment of ‘Public Harm v Public Benefit’
• Local Knowledge not being utilised
o ( DC had earlier responded to a query as to why DPTC weren’t
presenting this to the T & PC’s saying “We are working together –
it’s a partnership” –
o BR comment in this text : The local knowledge not being fully
respected does not underline the claim )
• A query re timescales and the consultations being undertaken with Central
Government – as related to the imminent consultation (v2) of the new
strategic plan. ‘Are we likely to have zero time to respond if the outcome is
not fully in Dorset’s favour’ – The presenter gave a fairly short and
dismissive comment – in my view - regarding “There’s a lot going on”
• A questioner asked why Dairy farm land – that should be used for food
production was being used for a solar panel farm when new build houses
could so easily have their own solar panels. Support for the comment was
noticeable from the other delegates. Loss of Greenbelt.
The meeting was essentially a presentation of what Dorset is doing; which given the title “ Dorset
Council Planning Update for Town and Parish Councils “ is not unreasonable – but there was no
obvious indication of whether the contributions, comments and concerns of the T&PC’s delegates would
be reviewed or discussed and actioned – as might perhaps be expected of a true “partnership”

Handout Power-Point slides below

Bill Richmond
May 28th 2022

