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WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES of an informal meeting of the RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE via 
video link held on FRIDAY, 23 JULY 2021 at 10.00 am.  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK 

Cllr S K Bartlett – Chairman 
Cllr A E Roberts – Vice-Chairman 
Cllr C A Chedgy 
Cllr M J Hopkins 
Cllr D J March 
Cllr W J Richmond 
Cllr K F Webb – Ex-Officio – Chairman of the Council 
Cllr C L Butter - Ex-Officio – Vice-Chairman of the Council 

MEMBER NOT PRESENT 

Cllr L C Hinks 

OFFICERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK 

Assistant Town Clerk 
Committee Officer 

49 RECREATION GROUNDS INSPECTION REPORT 

The Committee Officer submitted for information a report, a copy of which 
had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears 
as Appendix A to these Minutes in the Minute Book. 

The report covered in detail all current issues relating to the recreation 
grounds.   

Cllr March queried whether Dorset Council’s assistance with the wildflower 
bed was required, believing that the Members could deal with it themselves. 

Cllr Roberts asked whether the milk thistles along the boundary of the 
paddock (opposite the cedar tree) could be removed.  Cllr Chedgy mentioned 
weeds growing on the path down to the scout hut and also on the path at the 
end of the school leading to the northern field.  These were the responsibility 
of Dorset Council but if capacity allowed the groundsmen would deal with 
them. 

Cllr Webb mentioned that the nets on the grass tennis courts were passed 
their best. 

Following an enquiry from the Chairman, the Committee Officer reported that 
the contractor had again been chased about replacing the swing chain at 
Leigh Park as this piece of equipment had now been out of use for seven 
weeks. (This has since been repaired.) 
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50 REDCOTTS RECREATION GROUND - TERMS & CONDITIONS OF 
FOOTBALL PITCH HIRE 

The Committee Officer submitted revised terms & conditions of hire for the 
football pitches, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a 
copy of which appears as Appendix B to these Minutes in the Minute Book. 

The Committee requested that a recommendation be made to the Town Clerk 
to make the following alterations: 

a) Booking Condition 1 – to amend the last sentence to ‘all reasonable steps
to prevent their players, visiting players, officials and spectators from
parking in nearby roads’.

b) Booking Condition 3 – to read: ‘No vehicle must impede access to and
from any residential property at any time.’

c) To include a deposit for locks (as keys were frequently lost by the football
clubs).

51 

TOWN CLERK’S DECISION – to amend the booking conditions in line 
with the Committee’s suggestions above. 

QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY 

The Committee Officer submitted a report, a copy of which had been 
circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix C to 
these Minutes in the Minute Book.   

The report contained information on the Queen’s initiative for individuals, 
organisations, villages and cities to plant trees to enhance the environment 
and to mark her Platinum Jubilee in 2022. 

Two sites for possible tree planting in Redcotts Recreation Ground had been 
identified following the recent recreation grounds inspection. The Committee 
Officer and Cllr Webb also reported that this initiative would be part of a larger 
project to plant further trees within the Town.  

Cllr Webb had in mind a trail of newly planted trees around the Town.  This 
project would be decided by the Town Council and if agreed a working party of 
other stakeholders/landowners would be set up.  The Committee was also 
minded to include Leigh Park in the tree planting initiative, possibly within the 
grounds of the Community Centre. 

After discussion, the Committee was minded to agree that the failing viburnum 
shrub should be removed and for a suitable tree to be planted in its place as 
the symbolic start to the commencement of the larger project (should it go 
ahead). The Committee requested that professional advice be sought before a 
decision was made to remove the cherry tree referred to in the report.  The 
Committee requested that Buckingham Palace be contacted to ascertain if the 
Queen had a favourite species of tree/s. 
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TOWN CLERK’S DECISION – 

a) To write to Buckingham Palace to ascertain the Queen’s favourite
species of tree(s);

b) To refer the larger project to the Council for approval;
c) To seek professional advice on the felling of the cherry tree.

The meeting closed at 10.34 am. 

Signed …………………………………………Date………………….. 
Town Mayor and Chairman of the Council 



RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE 

Date:  23 July 2021 

Reference: Appendix A: Recreation Grounds Inspection 

Author: Committee Officer  

The inspection of Leigh Park Playing Field and Redcotts Recreation Ground was carried out by 
the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Head Groundsman and the Committee Officer on Wednesday, 14 
July 2021.  Findings are below: 

Leigh Park Playing Field 

Action points identified in the last report that have been carried out: 

• Further woodchip has been added to the surface of the Adventure Playground.
• The surrounding fence which is unstable/rotten has been inspector by a contractor.  A

quote for replacement/repair is awaited.
• One heavy metal picnic bench has been moved from Redcotts to the Adventure

Playground.
• The safety surface in the Toddler’s playground has been repaired.
• The Community Centre lawn has been treated with a weed and feed treatment.  Further

treatment(s) will be required.
• Permission to remove the lower branches of the large conifers has been received from the

owner (far end of the field).  A quote will be sought.
• The entrance to the playing field to the left of the Adventure Playground has been levelled

off/repaired.

Grass cutting and litter picking continue.  Grass cutting has been a particular challenge during this 
warm but wet weather.  The Rugby Club recently asked the Grounds Team to mow the rugby pitch 
(usually done by the Club).  As the grass was very long it has left significant grass cuttings behind.  

The Rugby Club will be holding some summer camp sessions and training during August.  One of 
the goal posts has been vandalised and the Club is aware of this. 

Suckers would be removed from the lime trees during the dormant season.  Removing them now 
would encourage more growth. 



One of the chains on the swing in the Adventure Playground was broken and is awaiting repair by 
the supplier. 

. 

Some rubble had been dumped by the bins at the Rugby Club.  The Groundsman would arrange 
for it to be removed (done). 

Redcotts Recreation Ground 

The croquet lawn has been marked out at the far end of the tennis courts but has received little/no 
use so far although the weather has been inclement.  It has been advertised on social media/ 
WMTC website. 

The football season has now finished.  New goal posts which meet the current BSI requirements 
will be installed on the main pitch prior to the new season commencing. 

The toilets were inspected and were clean and tidy. 

One of the panels enclosing the grass tennis courts had been removed and was being repainted 
following graffiti being daubed on it.        

The children’s play area.    Equipment was in good order but one of the gates needed to be 
adjusted so that it closed more slowly.  As the gate has tamper proof fittings the installer would be 
contacted to make the necessary adjustments. 

A replacement lime tree had received some vandalism to the branches as children were using the 
railings to climb onto and into it.  The railings would be removed to discourage this, and the dead 
branch(es) removed. 



The pots that the Groundsman had planted up were looking attractive. 

The wildflower areas were disappointing, despite following the advice of Dorset Council.  A further 
meeting would be arranged with Dorset Council to discuss how to proceed for next year but 
starting from scratch was probably going to be the option to achieve the best results.  

Some advice had been received from Dorset Council about the dying privet hedge, but it would be 
sensible to await until the completion of the roadworks on Victoria Road before deciding a course 
of action.  

A plant needed to be replaced in the raised bed at the Blind Road entrance. 



WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL 
Application for Hire – Redcotts Recreation Ground - Football 

Revised July 2021 

IMPORTANT:  Please read the Booking Conditions. Failure to comply with the 
Booking Conditions WILL result in termination of your hire and a refusal to 
accept further bookings. 

1. Billing information

(a) Name of Organisation/Club:

(b) Name of team:

(c) Name of contact:

(d) Position held in the
organisation:

(e) Address for invoicing purposes:

Post Code: 

Email: 

Mobile No: Tel No: 

Please note: Invoices will be sent to the above email address. 

If you require invoices to be sent to an alternative individual, email or address 
please contact the Administration Officer on 01202 022833. 

2. Out of hours contact eg: Team Coach
Name: Position: 

Email: 

Mobile No: Tel No: 

3. Payment - Notes
All bookings must be made (preferably by email) via the Administration Officer and
your booking confirmed prior to using the pitch or changing rooms.

If you are hiring the pitch for the first time, payment will be required in advance and 
the funds cleared, prior to the date of hire. 

Appendix B



WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL 
Application for Hire – Redcotts Recreation Ground - Football 

Revised July 2021 

For existing customers and subsequent bookings, invoices will be issued in January, 
March and after the final games of the season (usually May or June if the season is 
extended) 

4. Block Bookings – Fixtures Details

Please provide details of your preferred day/time. Your preferences will be taken 
into consideration but will remain provisional until confirmed by the 
Administration Officer. 

Please note that you will be booked in on a specific day at a specific time for 
the duration of the season.  

You will therefore be billed for the FULL season unless you notify us of 
cancellations, as per the booking conditions below, or that you wish to 
terminate your booking. 

If your club has multiple teams, please complete a separate entry for each 
team. 

Name of team Pitch Changing 
Rms 

Day Time 
11 x 11 9 x 9 

Eg: Team A X X Saturdays 2.00pm 

If you are able to provide a fixtures list, please include it with this form. 

If you are unable to provide a fixtures list, please pay particular attention to the 
notes (4.) above and to the booking conditions (condition 8) to avoid being 
charged for unwanted bookings. 

5. Casual Bookings – Fixtures Details

Please complete the fixture booking details in the table below. 
Team Pitch Changing 

Rms 
Date Time 

11 x 11 9 x 9 
e.g. Team A X X 01.09.19 2.00pm 



WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL 
Application for Hire – Redcotts Recreation Ground - Football 

Revised July 2021 

BOOKING CONDITIONS 

1 Public car parks are to be used and no vehicles are to be parked within the 
boundaries of the Town Council’s Recreation Ground, including outside the 
Groundsman’s Lodge.  The nearest car park is at Westfield Close (postcode 
for satnav BH21 1ES).  In addition, the Hirer shall take all reasonable steps to 
prevent their players, visiting players, officials and spectators from parking in 
nearby roads. 

2 No vehicle must impede emergency access to the Town Council’s Recreation 
Ground at any time. 

3 No vehicle must impede access to and from any residential property at any 
time. 

4 In view of its proximity to residential properties and other users of the 
Recreation Ground, players and spectators shall not use foul or abusive 
language nor shall they spit. 

5 All players and officials must use the toilets in the Pavilion.  If these are not 
available for use then the public toilets adjacent to the grass tennis courts 
must be used.  Supporters should be directed to the public toilets. Urinating 
on the Recreation Ground will not be tolerated. 

6 It is the responsibility of all Clubs and Organisations using the Town Council’s 
facilities to notify their members, guests, visiting teams and supporters of 
conditions 1-5 above. 

7 The Hirer is responsible for placing and securing the triangle in the goal 
mouths at the end of each  match. 

8 The Head Groundsman will have authority to cancel a match if he considers 
that conditions are such that playing will be damaging to the playing surface.  
His decision is final. 



WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL 
Application for Hire – Redcotts Recreation Ground - Football 

Revised July 2021 

9 Cancellations - It is the responsibility of the Club to notify the Head 
Groundsman and the Town Hall Office of cancellations. 

• For weekend matches, notice must be given no later than 9.00 am on
the Friday before.

• For mid-week matches, notice must be given no later than 9.00 am on
the day of the match.

FAILURE TO GIVE THE REQUIRED NOTICE WILL RESULT IN THE CLUB 
BEING CHARGED FOR THE HIRE OF THE PITCH. 

10 ALL LITTER (INCLUDING TAPE, BOTTLES & FRUIT PEEL) LEFT OVER 
AT THE END OF THE MATCH SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE FIELD 
BY THE HIRER AND PLACED IN A LITTER BIN OR TAKEN AWAY. 

11 A deposit will be required for the keys of £10. 

12 Any failure to comply with the above conditions will result in a refusal to 
accept further bookings. 

I HAVE READ THE CONDITIONS OF HIRE AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THEM – 
Please print this form to sign, then scan and email the fully completed form to: 
office@wimborne.gov.uk 

SIGNED 
……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

DATED 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Head Groundsman:  Glen Holdsworth   07434 256392 
groundsteam@wimborne.gov.uk 

Finance Administrator: Genny Singleton   01202 881655 
(invoices queries)  finance@wimborne.gov.uk 

Bookings: Shelagh Fuller 01202 881655 
office@wimborne.gov.uk 

mailto:office@wimborne.gov.uk
mailto:groundsteam@wimborne.gov.uk
mailto:finance@wimborne.gov.uk
mailto:office@wimborne.gov.uk


RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE 

Date:  23 July 2021 

Reference: Appendix C:  - Queen’s Green Canopy 

Author: Administration & Committee Officer 

The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created to 
mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across the 
United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee.” 

Individuals, groups, villages, cities, counties, schools and corporates will be 
encouraged to play their part to enhance the environment by planting trees from 
October, when the tree planting season begins, through to the end of the Jubilee 
year in 2022. 

During the recent recreation grounds inspection two possible sites for tree planting 
were identified at Redcotts Recreation Ground. 

The first is at the Victoria Road entrance.  A viburnum which was pruned last year 
has not made a successful recovery.  This could be removed and a suitable tree 
planted. 

    Viburnum Cherry Tree 

The second site identified is adjacent to the grass tennis courts.  There is currently a 
cherry tree located there which is not looking overly healthy.  This too could be 
removed and replaced with an alternative tree, although it may be covered by a tree 
preservation order.  There is also a bat box located on the trunk of the tree. 

If agreed, both new trees would have a suitable plaque placed next to them. 

The Committee’s views are sought. 
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