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WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES

of a meeting of the RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE via video link
held on FRIDAY, 23 APRIL 2021 at 10.00 am.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK
Cllr W J Richmond - Chairman
Cllr A E Roberts – Vice-Chairman
Cllr C A Chedgy
Cllr L C Hinks
Cllr S K Bartlett – Ex-Officio – Chairman of the Council
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT
Cllr M J Hopkins
Cllr D J March
Cllr K F Webb – Ex-Officio – Vice-Chairman of the Council
OFFICERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK
Assistant Town Clerk
Administration Officer
410

RECREATION GROUNDS INSPECTION REPORT
The Chairman submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each
Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix A to these Minutes in the
Minute Book.
The report covered in detail all current issues relating to the recreation
grounds.
The Administration Officer reported that the state of repair of the fencing on
the boundary of Moray Court had been referred to the managing agents for
that property. The fir trees along that boundary had been trimmed on the
Moray Court side but not on the footpath side. It was suggested that the
encroaching undergrowth from the paddock could be trimmed back by the
grounds staff.
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RECOMMENCEMENT OF SPORTING ACTIVITIES
The Administration Officer submitted for information a report, a copy of which
had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as
Appendix B to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
The report detailed the sports that had recommenced at the Council’s
recreation grounds, in line with the Government’s roadmap out of lockdown.
The Administration Officer confirmed that the changing rooms would not be in
use until at least the start of the new football season and that a full legionella
health & safety inspection would be carried out prior to the reopening.
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REDCOTTS RECREATION GROUND/WESTFIELD CLOSE – TREE ISSUE
The Administration Officer submitted a report written by the Town Clerk, a
copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which
appears as Appendix C to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
The report set out details of negotiations with Dorset Council’s Tree Officer
and a resident of Westfield Close regarding a tree in his garden which the
resident wished to remove and which was near to the boundary with Redcotts
Recreation Ground.
Members were informed that since the report had been issued, Dorset Council
had been asked by the resident whether the sycamore tree could be more
severely pruned instead of removal to make the tree more manageable and a
response was awaited.
RESOLVED that this item be deferred pending a decision by Dorset
Council.
(Note: Since the meeting, Dorset Council has responded to the resident
advising that he does not have to plant a replacement tree following the
removal of the sycamore.)
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DOG WARDEN PATROL REPORTS
The Administration Officer submitted for information the Dog Warden Patrol
Reports for February and March 2021, copies of which had been circulated to
each Member and copies of which appear as Appendix D to these Minutes in
the Minute Book.
The Committee asked that the Dog Warden be thanked for his efforts over the
years.
The meeting closed at 10.47 am.

Signed …………………………………………Date…………………..
Town Mayor and Chairman of the Council

8th April 2021 - Appendix A
Meeting with Shelagh Fuller & Glen Holdsworth
– Redcotts & Leigh Park Inspections
Progress report covering changes since February 2021
Redcotts Recreation Ground
The park looked neat and well maintained and a good number of young children were
using the play areas; a small general fitness group and two teenage basketball players
were using the hard court area and a good number of casual users could be seen using
the park in general. The ground surfaces were dry and clearly mowing and consistent
maintenance gave the whole area a very pleasant feel. The ground team should be
congratulated on their work.
•

The exterior of the toilet block painting was underway and the interior of the
ladies side had all equipment in good order and looked very clean. The gents
side had no major issues other than some untidy smoke-drawn graffiti showing
dark against the light colour of the ceiling. This will be remedied whilst the
exterior is being painted.
The guttering on the rear side had all been removed to facilitate the painting and
the fittings themselves seem reusable and undamaged. Woodwork remedial
treatment and repainting is currently in progress.

Access via the pathway adjacent to the toilet block is currently acceptable but attention
may again be needed soon with ivy prevalent along the length of the path. The adjoining
grass tennis court area is mown, clean and tidy and will be opened shortly in the next
few weeks. The base of one of the net-supports is being welded and then moved in
readiness for the erection of the nets.

The damaged mural panels previously stored in the
grass tennis court area have been disposed of and
the only remaining stored items are metal fencing
panels. Storage for these might ideally be found
elsewhere.
They are worthy of retention and are in good
condition.
At the petanque/boule pitch the trees are still bare
but it has been noticeable on previous inspections
that the large planters suffer from being in the shade
when the trees are in leaf. Wimborne in Bloom have
been consulted and their advice and support
requested for suitable plantings – the planters have
been prepared in readiness.
The trees surrounding the pitch seem in good
condition with no major issues. They provide
reciprocal visual screening for residents and for park
users and when in leaf also serve to reduce noise
both from the houses and from the park. They also
collectively provide a pleasant architectural element to
the Victoria Road entrance to the park as well as
welcome shade for players on the pitches.
At the pedestrian entrance gate the southern-most post is slightly angled, through
ground movement, allowing the gate to naturally swing to the open position.
If this post were to be more vertical the gate might naturally swing to a closed position
and be to the benefit of any dog owners who are enjoying the park area - when their
dogs are not restrained by a lead. It was felt that having a self-closing mechanism
would make the gate too heavy for many people to open easily. The vehicular access
gates will be kept closed and locked unless access by a vehicle is required, this will
improve the safety of dogs running off lead.
Additionally, adjacent to the railings by the gate, one kerb stone protrudes into the
pathway-line and may present a trip hazard. This could easily be remedied by halving
the end kerb stone.

The recent dry and very sunny weather seems to have resulted in the scorching of some
new growth on the pruned viburnum near the entrance gate. There is however a good
amount of new growth that has not been affected.
The football goalmouth areas understandably are
showing significant wear having been used by a few
individuals during the recent extended periods of
restrictions.
It is proposed to re-seed these in June and add some
additional top-soil.
The main children’s play area had a few users at the time of the morning inspection;
as had the hardcourt area where the basketball hoop at one end was in use, whilst at
the other end a small group engaged in general fitness exercises. The park was clearly
a useful facility being enjoyed by residents with other personal training activities taking
place; weight-training and repetition short runs amongst them.

As reported previously the air vent to the void
beneath the roof on the main pavilion building
requires attention. Additionally a quotation has
been sought for repairs to the main tennis offices
entrance door.
Both of these repairs are in hand.

The top of the rear wall of the old first school is still
lacking a gutter. Whilst this is not directly the
concern of WMTC it might be re-emphasised to
Dorset Council that the potential for rainwater
damage may currently be greater than if guttering
were to be installed.

The pathways at the far North Eastern side of the
‘upper field’ have been edged - although there is no
defining edging to the boundary between the hard
surface and the grass, they currently look neat.

The upper field has been mown and looks very
neat with slightly longer grass areas beneath the
trees to encourage more diversity in flowering
plants; hopefully contributing to the supporting of a
more diverse variety of insects throughout the
Spring and Summer months.
The damaged surfaces highlighted in the previous
report are now improving with the much drier
weather.

Leigh Park Playing Field
As in previous reports the overall appearance of the playing field area at Leigh Park was
very good. The groundstaff are again to be congratulated on maintaining the area to a
high standard.
The lower, more conventional swing, being the replacement of the tall swing unit in the
‘older-children’s’ area – looked in good and useable order at the time of the inspection.
This was frequently not the case with the more vanadal-prone higher unit.

Some remedial work will be necessary to the underlying weed control matting/sheeting
beneath the safety-woodchip surface. At places where most wear is showing - beneath
swings and around roundabouts - some attention to the matting is needed followed by
the addition of new woodchip to amend that already in place.

The wooden fencing surrounding the play
park is firm for most of its length, but the
section ‘pitch-side’ of the playpark entrance
gate is wobbly, possibly because the
supporting posts are decayed – this perhaps
aided by the fence being leaned against
more at this point.

The pollarding of the boundary trees has
been completed but it is noticeable that
some trees have large amounts of ivy
growing on them. This may weaken the
trees through the additional weight and it
might be advisable to cut the ivy and allow it
to die back before possibly eventually
removing it. Not all trees are affected so the
task should not be too onerous.
Plants in the Community Centre garden are again in generally good condition and the
continuing problems with replacement plants thriving seems hopefully to now be in the
past with strong new growth showing on the two firethorn specimens.
When the pollarding was recently completed, a view on the large tree behind the Centre
was sought and several minor branches that were of concern removed. These were
previously hanging quite close to the grass and the ground surface when the trees are in
full leaf. It has made little aesthetic difference but has undoubtedly improved the
experience for those using the garden area.

As has been highlighted in previous reports
the small children’s play area is subject to a
weekly check and all bolts and fittings are
examined. Climbing bolts and fittings along
with the climbing tower structure are all
considered sound.

Cllr W Richmond

April 8th 2021

With Shelagh Fuller & Glen Holdsworth at
both Redcotts Recreation Ground and
Leigh Park Playing Field

RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE

Date:

23 April 2021

Reference: Appendix B: Update on Recommencement of Sporting Activities at the
Town Council’s Recreation Grounds
Author:

Administration Officer

Following the Government’s easing of Coronavirus lockdown restrictions in
accordance with its roadmap out of lockdown, the following activities have now
resumed at the Town Council’s recreation grounds:
Football
Grassroots football resumed at Redcotts Recreation Ground with effect from 29
March 2021. In a normal season the pitches would be shut down from the end of
May. However, in the current circumstances and in accordance with the intention of
the FA, the pitches will be made available until the end June to allow the clubs to
catch up with games and fixtures. The Head Groundsman has confirmed that this
will allow adequate time for the pitches to recover prior to the new season.
The changing rooms will remain closed until the new season due to the prohibitive
cleaning regime that would be required between matches/different clubs playing.
Bowling
The Bowling Club reopened on 10 April 2021 with the Grounds Staff undertaking
maintenance of the green.
Tennis
Wimborne Tennis Club reopened on 29 March 2021. It is hoped that the grass
tennis courts will be ready to reopen on Saturday, 24 April 2021 (weather permitting).
There will be no booking system in place and no fee will be charged. A notice to this
effect will be displayed on the gate.
Rugby
Rugby has restarted at the rugby club at Leigh Park. Training and games continue
until the end of May.

RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE

Date:

23 April 2021

Reference: Appendix C: Redcotts Recreation Ground/Westfield Close – Tree
Issue
Author:

Town Clerk and Administration Officer

For a number of years a resident of Westfield Close whose property backs on to
Redcotts Recreation Ground near the petanque pitch has sought permission from
the principal council to remove an unwanted sycamore tree which is within the
curtilage of his property. The tree is a mature specimen.
He has finally received consent from Dorset Council to remove the tree subject to
its replacement. He does not believe that it is practicable for the replacement tree
to be planted within his curtilage and has asked Dorset Council if the replacement
tree could be planted in Redcotts Recreation Ground if the Town Council was to
agree.
The text from a recent email from the resident is shown below:
Last Monday I received a somewhat belated response from a Tree Officer for the
Council.
In essence he requires that a replacement be planted on the boundary of the
Recreation Ground and my property. He says that the roots of the felled Sycamore
should be ground out to make way for the replacement Maple. His suggestion is
impractical as the boundary has steel railings which have been displaced over the
years by the Sycamore but would have to be dismantled and reassembled if his
requirement was complied with.
The Maple he proposes is said to grow to 20 metres and have a 10 to 15 metre
spread. This could not be accommodated by my garden with our house 8 metres
from the Sycamore. He may be prepared to consider another type of tree.
In essence he regards the Sycamore as a “Public amenity”. Does not seem to share
my concern about the threat to public safety I am told exists or the damage the tree
is doing to the adjacent Chestnut.
I have suggested a compromise involving a major reduction of the branches forming
the union which threatens the integrity of the Sycamore. A reply is awaited but any
assistance the Town Council could provide in this matter would be appreciated.
The Committee’s views on the resident’s plight are requested.

Appendix D
Month:

Dog Warden Patrol Report

Parish:

FEBRUARY 2021

Total Hours:

WIMBORNE
8

Date

Time Started

Time Finished

1/2/2021

12.15

13.15

3/2/2021

14.45

15.45

9/2/2021

11.30

12.30

15/2/2021

9.30

10.30

17/2/2021

14.00

15.00

22/1/2021

13.45

14.45

24/2/2021

12.30

13.30

10/2/2021

13.30

14.30

Comments
Patrolled Redcotts. 2 MOP seen with dogs on
lead .Patrolled Leigh Park, Closed both gates
to play areas as they were wide open. One
MOP seen with dog on lead walk across the
field.
Patrolled Leigh Park. One MOP seen with
dog and picked up Patrolled Redcotts, 4
MOP seen with dogs, of which 2 were seen
to pick up.
Patrolled Leigh Park .No MOP seen with
dogs .Patrolled Redcotts, One MOP seen with
dog on lead and picked up.
Patrolled Leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with dogs,
of which one was seen to pick up. Patrolled
Redcotts, 4 MOP seen with dogs, 3 were on
lead one seen to pick up. No DFD observed.
Patrolled Leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with dogs,
both were seen to pick up .Patrolled the
Rec.3 MOP seen with dogs of which 2 were
on lead and seen to pick up. 1 DFD observed
on grass.
Patrolled Leigh Park No MOP seen with dogs
.Patrolled Redcotts, 1 MOP seen with dog off
lead.
Patrolled Redcotts,2 MOP seen with dogs off
lead one was seen to pick up, 2 DFD
observed on grass. Patrolled Leigh Park,1
MOP seen with dog on lead.
Patrolled Redcotts. 4 MOP seen with dogs,
of which 2 were seen to pick up, No DFD
observed. Patrolled Leigh Park. One MOP
seen with dog off lead and picked up.

Dog Warden Patrol Report
Month:

MARCH 2021

Parish:

WIMBORNE

Total Hours:

8

Date

Time Started

Time Finished

1/3/2021

13.00

14.00

3/3/2021

11.15

12.15

15/3/2021

13.15

14.15

19/3/2021

10.30

11.30

22/3/2021

11.45

12.45

25/3/2021

10.30

11.30

29/3/2021

11.15

12.15

31/3/2021

10.15

11.15

Comments
Patrolled Leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with dogs
on lead walk around the pitch. One was seen
to pick up. Patrolled Redcotts 2 MOP seen
with dogs off lead.
Patrolled Redcotts, 5 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 3 were seen to pick up .No DFD
observed. , Patrolled Leigh Park, closed gate
to big play area, 3 MOP seen with dogs, of
which one was seen to pick up.
Patrolled Leigh Park. One MOP seen with
dog on lead walk across Rec. Patrolled
Redcotts. 2 MOP seen with dogs on .lead,
one was seen to pick up. No DFD observed
Patrolled Leigh Park. Found both gates to
play areas open, so closed them. No MOP
seen with dogs. Patrolled Redcotts, 5 MOP
seen with dogs, of which 2 were seen to pick
up.2 DFD observed.
Patrolled Redcotts, 4 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 2 were on lead. Patrolled leigh Park, 2
MOP seen with dogs off lead one was seen to
pick up.
Patrolled leigh Park. Both gates to play areas
were found open and so closed .One MOP
seen with dog on lead and picked up.
Patrolled Redcotts. 2 MOP seen with dogs on
lead one seen to pick up. One DFD seen on
the path.
Patrolled Redcotts, 5 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 3 were seen to pick up.4 were off
lead. Patrolled Leigh Park,3 MOP seen with
dogs, of which one was seen to pick up.
Patrolled leigh Park. 5 MOP seen with dogs,
of which 3 were seen to pick up. Patrolled
Redcotts, 2 MOP seen with dogs on lead and
picked up.

