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WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES

of a meeting of the RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE via video link
held on FRIDAY, 12 FEBRUARY 2021 at 10.00 am.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK
Cllr W J Richmond - Chairman
Cllr A E Roberts – Vice-Chairman
Cllr C A Chedgy
Cllr L C Hinks
Cllr M J Hopkins
Cllr D J March
Cllr S K Bartlett – Ex-Officio – Chairman of the Council
MEMBER NOT PRESENT
Cllr K F Webb – Ex-Officio – Vice-Chairman of the Council
OFFICERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK
Assistant Town Clerk
Administration Officer
357

RECREATION GROUNDS INSPECTION REPORT
The Chairman submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each
Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix A to these Minutes in the Minute
Book.
The report covered in detail all current issues pertaining to the recreation grounds.
Cllr Roberts reported that the individuals carrying out 1:1 football training had now
moved their training onto the hard surface area near the Roundhouse to avoid
damaging the field.
Cllr March understood that the basketball court had always been intended as a practice
area and not for competitive basketball games.

358

STREET LAMP AT SCHOOL LANE ENTRANCE TO REDCOTTS
RECREATION GROUND
The Administration Officer submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to
each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix B to these Minutes in the
Minute Book.
The report set out the circumstances surrounding the damage and removal of the
lanterns attached to the lighting column in the Recreation Ground nearest to the
School Lane entrance and sought the Committee’s instructions regarding their
replacement. Several options were presented including costs for and design of those
supplied by SSE as well as the possibility of a local fabricator making a bespoke
replacement based on a single lantern design.
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The Committee’s preference was for the damaged lanterns to be replaced by a similar
configuration of three lanterns. The Administration Officer would investigate whether
this was feasible and cost effective. If the contractor could not fabricate triple lanterns
then the Committee as a second option would prefer a double lantern configuration. If
neither of these options was feasible then a single lantern would be tolerable.
RESOLVED that the Administration Officer pursue the options with the
fabricator for the replacement lanterns up to a maximum budget of £1,200.
359

REQUEST FOR INSTALLATION OF A MEMORIAL BENCH
The Administration Officer submitted an application for the installation of a memorial
bench, a redacted copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of
which appears as Appendix C to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Following discussions, the Committee was unable to offer a suitable location in
Redcotts Recreation Ground.
RESOLVED that the applicant be advised of the above but that the Town
Council would approach Dorset Council on his behalf (if he so wished) with a
view to installing a bench at Crown Mead (near Berties).

360

DOG WARDEN PATROL REPORTS
The Administration Officer submitted for information the Dog Warden Patrol Reports
for October, November and December 2020 and January 2021, copies of which had
been circulated to each Member and copies of which appear as Appendix D to these
Minutes in the Minute Book.
The meeting closed at 10.32am.

Signed …………………………………………Date…………………..
Town Mayor and Chairman of the Council

Item 2

Appendix A
2nd February 2021
Meeting with Shelagh Fuller, Ann Roberts & Glen Holdsworth
– Redcotts Recreation Ground & Leigh Park Playing Field Inspections
Redcotts Recreation Ground - Progress report covering changes since
August 2020
The park was quiet given the chilly, wet weather and the lockdown restrictions – during
the time of our visit several walkers and a few parents with children used the park or the
play area. The ground surfaces were very wet after recent days of heavy rain.
•

The toilet block looked very clean with the ladies side having had the damaged
fixture (August report) replaced. Hygiene/Covid-19 signage needed to be
replaced to the entrance door . The gents side had seen no issues. Hand-dryer
power supply was checked and functioning.

•

The guttering on the front side and rear of the store/toilet block roof is broken –
quite possibly from its exposed position, heavy rain and high winds. The fittings
themselves appear possibly undamaged. A few tiles are loose at the back of the
building.

Woodwork on the front left corner shows the need for some remedial work and
repainting.

Stored and damaged mural panels currently in the grass tennis court area are being
removed to a recently delivered skip. Consideration for re-locating the fence panelling
stored adjacent to the west fencing is being given.
An earlier report covered the foundation support for the tennis central-court net that had
become loose in the ground. The pitch marking will be readjusted before the season
opening and allow for the repositioned post base to be installed.

The table tennis area shows signs of wear on the main original matting on which the
table is placed. This could become slippery as the surface now has little friction for
players – and at some point an extension of the surrounding matting might be
considered – that material would then cover the whole area with no changes in surface
(as is currently the case). The surrounding courser grill/matting seems effective but
could benefit from the edges being more firmly fixed to ground level as a short term
improvement. A fair amount of grass/moss is apparent beneath the table and on the
inner-edge of the outer matting.

The skateboard ramp is in good order– There was no puddling of water in the main bowl
and after higher than average rainfall the drainage seems to be working very well.

The bases of the main support timbers on the octagon shelter are seriously rotten with
little remaining in places. The roof weight is supported currently by the cross timbers
resting on the brick walls rather than also being anchored on the structural uprights.
Adjacent to the shelter the large main tree at the entrance has some low hanging
branches that interfere with the top of delivery trucks and it may be necessary to
enquire about permission to shorten some of the lowest branches. This topic has been
mentioned before but in relation to the branches dropping very low over the pathway
after heavy rain when they are wet.

The football pitches are currently only seeing 1:1
training sessions owing to the restrictions of the
lockdown guidelines and the limitations for team
sports. However, some youth training sessions
have been reported by Cllrs, Hinks, Chedgy and
Roberts as excessively disturbing the ground
following wet weather. (West pitch edge esp.)
The head groundsman has spoken to groups and
asked that different areas be used for different
sessions but until the weather becomes less wet or
until the groups themselves note the condition
before commencing sessions, some further rutting
may take place. It was noticeable that the surface
was churned up in a number of places as shown in
photographs recently supplied by Cllr Hinks.
.
On the main Bowls/Tennis pavilion building the
doorframe (Tennis Office) was still noticeably
in need of replacement. Quotes were being
obtained.
The roof ventilation slatting on the pavilion
building (dormer structures) need some attention
with one or two being dislodged through wind
and weather – or possibly through squirrel or bird
movements. A fair amount of moss has also
accumulated on the tiles. This will add additional weight and retain moisture.
Quotes for the work are being obtained.
The Children’s play area previously had repairs necessary on the stepping logs: the
spaces requiring infilling with rubber ‘crumb’ material, the steel crawling tubes:
smoothing of the join between sections. All of these have now been done along with
the weather-sealing of the upper surfaces of the wooden logs themselves.

Previous condition

The basketball court still requires the lines to be repainted as mentioned in the last
report from June. The line markings are for the small tennis courts with no markings
at all visible for the play area of the basketball court. It does get some training use
but with no markings for the play area visible it is unlikely to see any games being
played there. Some remedial work needs doing on the backboard of the Eastern
most hoop.
Leigh Park Playing Field
The overall appearance of the park area at Leigh Park was again very good.
The tallest swing unit in the adventure playground has now been replaced with a
more conventional height structure and unlike the previous one - the height limiting
safety inspections and maintenance – the newer one should be easier to service and
monitor.

The plants in the Community Centre garden are again in generally good condition but
there have been continuing problems with replacement plants thriving and this has left
gaps. It may be appropriate to look at areas elsewhere in the garden that is currently
overstocked and attempt a few trial transplants of more established shrubs.
The table tennis table and the main play area appear to be in good order.
The boundary hedge has recently been trimmed back following repair of the cutter/
tractor unit. The lime trees are due for pollarding this winter/spring.

All of the play areas are subject to a weekly check and all bolts and fittings are
examined. An examination of the Climbing bolts and fittings along with the climbing
tower structure in the toddler are showed that they are all sound. The ‘rubberised’/
synthetic safety surface in the toddler area is neat with the edges staying in place
following last year’s remedial efforts. Upper surfaces of exposed wooden logs for the
edging in the main park will have the same weather-proofing treatment used at
Redcotts Recreation Ground applied.

When the pollarding is done in the park a view on the approach to the large tree behind
the Centre and its garden will be sought. Two or three lower branches are quite close to
the grass and the ground surface when the trees are in full leaf.

W Richmond February 02nd 2021
(With Shelagh Fuller, Cllr Ann Roberts & Glen Holdsworth – Redcotts
- With Shelagh Fuller & Glen Holdsworth – Leigh Park)

RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE

Date:

12 February 2021

Reference: Appendix B: Street Lamp at School Lane Entrance to Redcotts
Recreation Ground
Author:

Administration Officer

The streetlight which is situated at the School Lane entrance of Redcotts Recreation
Ground adjacent to the roundhouse was recently damaged in the high winds:

This lamp column has been in situ for many years and is a nice example of this more
traditional and heritage columns. However, the lanterns on top of the column were
made of plastic and glass.
None of the lanterns were salvageable and this type of lantern is no longer
manufactured. Options are being explored on the basis that the Committee would
prefer to retain the column rather than install a modern one similar to those in the
recreation ground.
A fabricator who the Town Council has used before is investigating the possibility of
producing a heritage type lantern which would replace with one large one the three
mountings that used to be on the column. The cost would be approximately £300
and would need to meet the appropriate electricity requirements.
If this does not prove possible then SSE, the street lighting contractor, has offered
some options for replacing the lanterns:

Option 1: replace the existing triple bracket and upgrade to 3 x LED heritage lanterns

– approx. £3,950.00 + VAT:
Option 2: replace the existing triple bracket assembly with one single large Heritage
Victorian style LED lantern – approx. £1,500.00 + VAT

How does the Committee wish to proceed?

Appendix C

Wimborne Minster Town Council
Application form for a Memorial Bench to be placed on one of the Town
Council’s Open Spaces
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS.
The Policy on Memorial Benches can be found at www.wimborne.gov.uk/policies.
The completed form should be emailed to office@wimborne.gov.uk or posted to Wimborne
Minster Town Council, Town Hall, 37 West Borough, Wimborne Minster, BH21 1LT.

Applicant
Name:
Address:

Post Code:
Telephone Number:
Email Address:
Relationship to deceased: FRIEND, SUBMITTED ON BEHALF THE
DECEASED’S SONS
Name of deceased:
Last Address:
Post Code:

If the deceased was not a Wimborne Minster parishioner at date of death
please explain their significant connection to the parish:
LIVED WITHIN THE PARISH FOR 15+ YEARS AND WAS A STAPLE OF WIMBORNE LIFE TO
MANY. SHE REGULARLY ATTENDED MASS AT ST CATHERINE’S WITH HER FAMILY AND WORKED
AT ONE OF THE PARISH’S CHARITY SHOPS. SHE WAS BELOVED BY MANY OF HER SON’S FRIENDS
DUE TO HUGE HEART, GENTLE OPENNESS AND UNDENYING LOVE FOR HER CHILDREN. I
REPRESENT JUST ONE AMONGST MANY OF HER SON’S FRIENDS WHO WOULD LIKE TO HONOUR
HER MEMORY IN THE FORM OF A MEMORIAL BENCH AS A GIFT TO HER AND HER FAMILY IN THE
TOWN SHE LOVED AND LIVED FOR

Wording to be engraved on plaque:
TBD BY IMMEDIATE FAMILY

I confirm that I have read Wimborne Minster Town Council’s Policy on Memorial
Benches and agree to the conditions contained therein.
Signature of Applicant: ……………………………………………………………………………
Date: ……………………………03.02.2021………………………………………
Upon receipt of this form the Administration Officer will contact you to discuss
your request, including payment and timescale.

Appendix D

Dog Warden Patrol Report
Month:

OCTOBER 2020

Parish:

WIMBORNE

Total Hours:

8

Date

Time Started

Time Finished

12/10/2020 11.15

12.15

13/10/2020 13.15

14.15

14/10/2020 12.30

13.30

20/10/2020 12.30

13.30

21/10/2020

10.30

1.30

26/10/2020

14.15

15.15

28/10/2020

12.00

13.00

30/10/2020

13.30

14.30

Comments
Patrolled Redcotts,4 MOP seen with dogs,
one was on lead, one was seen to pick up
.Patrolled Leigh Park, 3 MOP were seen with
dogs ,of which 2 were on lead, one was seen
to pick up.
Patrolled Redcotts. 5 MOP were seen with
dogs, of which 3were seen to pick up.2 Were
on lead, 2 DFD observed on the field
.Patrolled leigh Park, one MOP seen with dog
on lead and picked up
Patrolled Redcotts. 4 MOP were seen with
dogs, of which 3 were seen to pick
up.Patrolled Leigh Park.One MOP seen with
a dog.
Patrolled Leigh park. One MOP seen with
dog on lead. Found both gates of play areas
open so closed the gates .Patrolled Redcotts,
No MOP seen with dogs, no DFD observed
on the paths.
Patrolled Redcotts, 2 MOP seen with dogs, of
which one was seen to pick up. Patrolled
leigh Park, one MOP seen with dog off lead
Patrolled Redcotts, 6 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 4 were seen to pick up. One MOP seen
with dog on lead and picked up.Patrolled
Leigh Park,
Patrolled Leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with dogs,
off lead and both picked up. Patrolled
Redcotts, 4 MOP seen with dogs, 2 were on
lead, one was seen to pick up.
Patrolled leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with dogs,
2 dogs each one was seen to pick up after
both his dogs. Patrolled Redcotts One MOP
seen with a dog on lead.

Dog Warden Patrol Report
Month:

NOVEMBER 2020

Parish:

WIMBORNE

Total Hours:

8

Date

Time Started

Time Finished

3/11/2020

11.45

12.45

4/11/2020

12.00

13.00

9/11/2020

11.15

12.15

11/11/2020 14.00

15.00

16/11/2020

11.15

12.15

18/11/2020

11.30

12.30

23/11/2020

12.30

13.30

25/11/2020

13.00

14.00

Comments
Patrolled Redcotts. 5 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 2 were seen to pick up. No DFD seen
on the paths. Patrolled leigh Park, 2 MOP
seen with dogs off lead, one was seen to pick
up.
Patrolled Leigh Park. 3 MOP seen with dogs,
all on lead, one was seen to pick up.
Patrolled Redcotts 7 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 4 were seen to pick up, 3 were on
lead.
Patrolled Redcotts.6 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 3 were seen to pick up. 3 were on
lead. Patrolled leigh Park. One MOP seen
with dog on lead.
Patrolled leigh Park. 3 MOP seen with dogs,
of which 2 were on lead, one was seen to
pick up. Patrolled Redcotts, 3 MOP seen with
dogs, of which 2 were on lead, one was seen
to pick up. No DFD observed.
Patrolled Redcotts, 4 MOP seen with dogs, 3
were on lead 2 were seen to pick up.
Patrolled Leigh Park, 2 MOP seen with dogs,
one was on lead, one seen to pick up.
Patrolled leigh Park. 1 MOP seen and picked
up. Patrolled Redcotts, 2 MOP seen with
dogs, both off lead.
Patrolled Redcotts.3 MOP seen with dogs, of
which one was on lead. Patrolled leigh Park,
3 MOP seen with dog’s .of which 2 were on
lead, one was seen to pick up.
Patrolled Redcotts, 6 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 3 were seen to pick up, all were off
lead. Patrolled Leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with
dogs, both were on lead.

Dog Warden Patrol Report
Month:

DECEMBER 2020

Parish:

WIMBORNE

Total Hours:

9

Date

Time Started

Time Finished

2/12/2020

11.45

12.45

4/12/2020

14.15

15.15

7/12/2020

11.45

12.45

9/12/2020

10.30

11.30

15/12/2020

13.15

14.15

17/12/2020

11.15

12,15

21/12/2020

11.00

12.00

23/12/2020

10.45

11.45

30/12/2020

10.30

11.30

Comments
Patrolled Redcotts. 3 MOP seen with dogs, 2
were off lead, one was seen to pick up.No
DFD observed. Patrolled leigh Park. Found
gate to large play area, wide open, so closed
it. One MOP seen with a dog off lead.
Patrolled Reddcotts. 2 MOP seen with dogs,
off lead, 1 DFD observed. Patrolled Leigh
park, Found both gates to play areas open,
so closed them, no MOP seen with dogs.
Patrolled Redcotts. 7 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 4 were seen to pick up. 1 DFD
observed. Patrolled Leigh Park, 2 MOP seen
with dogs, both on lead.
Patrolled Leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with dogs
on lead, one was seen to pick up. Patrolled
Redcotts 2 MOP seen with dogs off lead,
both picked up.
Patrolled Leigh Park. One MOP seen with
dog on lead. Patrolled Redcotts, 3 MOP seen
with dogs, of which two were seen to pick
up.
Patrolled Redcotts, 4 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 2 were seen to pick up, 2 were off
lead. 2 DFD observed, no DFD seen on the
paths.
Patrolled Redcotts. 2 MOP seen with dogs on
lead pass through the Rec. Patrolled Leigh
Park. Closed gate to small play area, 2 MOP
seen with dogs, of which one was seen to
pick up on lead.
Patrolled Leigh Park. 1 MOP seen with a dog
off lead and picked up. Patrolled Redcotts, 2
MOP seen with dogs on lead. One DFD
observed.
Patrolled Redcotts. 5 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 3 were seen to pick up. 2 were on
lead. Patrolled Leigh Park. 2 MOP seen with
one dog on lead.

Dog Warden Patrol Report
Month:

JANUARY 2021

Parish:

WIMBORNE

Total Hours:

8

Date

Time Started

Time Finished

4/1/2021

12.45

13.45

14/1/2021

12.30

13.30

18/1/2021

10.15

11.15

20/1/2021

12.20

13.20

25/1/2021

11.30

12.30

27/1/2021

14.15

15.15

7/1/2021
11/1/2021

14.30
11.45

15.30
12.45

Comments
Patrolled Redcotts, 3 MOP seen with dogs, of
which one was seen to pick up, both were on
lead.
Patrolled Leigh Park, 3 MOP seen with dogs.
Patrolled Redcotts. 5 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 2 were seen to pick up, 2 were on
lead. NO DFD observed .Patrolled Leigh
Park, no MOP seen with dogs.
Patrolled Leigh Park .Gates to both play
areas, were found wide open and then
closed.1 MOP seen with dog off lead.
Patrolled Redcotts, 6 MOP seen with dogs,
all were off lead, 3 were seen to pick up.
Patrolled Leigh Park.NO MOP seen with
dogs on the field. Patrolled Redcotts, 2 MOP
seen with dogs, one was on lead.
Patrolled Leigh Park, One MOP seen with
dog on lead and picked up. Patrolled
Redcotts, 2 MOP seen with dogs off lead. No
DFD observed.
Patrolled Redcotts, 6 MOP seen with dogs, of
which 2 were seen to pick up. Patrolled
Leigh Park 2 MOP seen with dog off lead.
Patrolled Leigh Park. Closed the gate to
small children’s play area,1 MOP seen with
dog off lead. Patrolled Redcotts, 6 MOP seen
with dogs, of which 2 were seen to pick up,4
were off lead.

