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WIMBORNE MINSTER TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES of an informal meeting of the PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE via video link held on FRIDAY 14 MAY 2021 at 
10.00 am. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK 

Cllr D J March (Chairman) 
Cllr W J Richmond (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr S K Bartlett 
Cllr D Burt 
Cllr A E Roberts 
Cllr S Wheeler 
Cllr K F Webb – Ex-Officio – Chairman of the Council 
Cllr C L Butter – Ex-Officio – Vice-Chairman of the Council 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 

Cllr F Shirley  

OFFICERS PRESENT VIA VIDEO LINK 

Assistant Town Clerk 
Committee Officer 

14 SPEEDING MATTERS (Min 393 – 26.03.21) 

The Assistant Town Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which had 
been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as 
Appendix A to these Minutes in the Minute Book.  

The report provided a progress update and contained information 
on a Community Speedwatch initiative which could be set up and 
led by volunteers with support from Dorset Police.  

Members were aware that a Community Speed watch group had 
operated in the Town in previous years but due to the lack of 
volunteers it had ceased. 

Following discussion, the Committee was minded to request the 
Town Clerk to consider the following:  

1. to reinstate a Community Speedwatch Group in Wimborne
Minster;

2. to cover the £320 cost of the equipment;
3. to invite Councillors to join the group as volunteers;
4. to defer the expense of undertaking the traffic survey at

Rowlands Hill pending progress with this initiative. The
Community Speedwatch Group would be better suited to
carrying out speed prevention exercises in that area.
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TOWN CLERK’S DECISION – To accept the Committee’s 
suggestions. 

 
15  DORSET COUNCIL CAR PARKING CHARGES REVIEW  

(Min 392 – 26.03.21) 
 

The Chairman reported for information that there had been no 
further meetings on this matter. The initial meeting that the 
Members had attended was only to provide an overview of the 
Parking Services provided by Dorset Council. 
 

16 POSSIBLE FOOTPATH PROJECT 
 
The Assistant Town Clerk submitted a report, a copy of which 
had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which 
appears as Appendix B to these Minutes in the Minute Book. 
 
The report set out details of the Parish Paths Partnerships 
Scheme and provided information of a case study in Shropshire.  
 
Members discussed whether they were minded to ask the 
Assistant Town Clerk to undertake further research to explore the 
viability of a similar project for Wimborne Minster. 
 
The Committee was minded to support the project. 
 
TOWN CLERK’S DECISION – Assistant Town Clerk to 
undertake further research to explore the viability of a 
similar project for Wimborne Minster. 
 

17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS COMMENTS PROCEDURE (Min 
165 – 03.12.19) 

 
 Following a private informal meeting with Members of the 

Committee, the Chairman reported that the current procedure for 
dealing with planning applications should be amended as follows:   

 
a) Cllr Richmond would remain the appointed Member for tree 

related matters. The Committee would also like the 
opportunity to comment on any tree related matters in future. 
 

b) Regular informal private meetings of the Planning and 
Environment Committee would be scheduled to discuss and 
draft written comments on planning applications. If deemed 
necessary, a single Member can request that a planning 
application be brought to the formal meeting of the Planning 
and Environment Committee for consideration.  
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c) To engage with Dorset Council at the earliest opportunity 

when considering large scale planning applications. This was 
to enable local knowledge to be brought to the forefront of the 
planning process and non-material amendments, if need be, 
brought to a Town Council meeting for discussion.  

 
d) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman to regularly engage and 

communicate with the Planning Officers at Dorset Council 
about current and upcoming applications in the area. There 
was a need to foster better working relationships between the 
two Councils particularly following local government 
reorganisation. 

 
e) To formally approach Dorset Council to extend the Town 

Council’s time limit on commenting on planning applications 
by a week to enable the Town Council to read all comments 
made by residents before making their own. 

 
The Committee was minded to accept these changes. 

 
TOWN CLERK’S DECISION – To accept the proposed 
changes to the process for commenting on planning 
applications. 
 

18  MAJOR CORE STRATEGY DEVELOPMENTS (Min 394 – 
26.03.21) 

 
The Assistant Town Clerk reported for information the latest 
position on the various developments around the Town. 
 
3/17/0255/FTP – Cuthbury Footpath – Application was registered 
and would be dealt with by written representations. The 
temporary closure of footpath E2/8 had been extended by the 
approval of the Secretary of State for Transport for a further 26 
weeks.  The new anticipated end date was 1st November 2021. 
         
3/17/0848/FUL – Wyatts -  Leigh Road, school and houses – 
consultation on amendments was in progress and the legal 
agreement under consideration. 
 
3/21/0134/RM – Bloor Homes - land west of Cranborne Road, 
allotments – the application had been registered and consultation 
had commenced.  
 
3/20/1972/CONDR – Wimborne Town FC, the application to vary 
the hours of operation was approved in February 2021. 
 
3/20/2172/FUL – Wimborne Market – application was under 
consideration. 
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3/19/2437/RM – Bloor Homes – west of Cranborne Road – 
Dorset Council had now confirmed the road names for the 
development as: 

 
‘Harvester Close’ 
‘Wheatsheaf Road’ 
‘Ridge Close’ 
‘Furrow Place’ 
‘Haymeadow Way’ 
‘Thresher Way’ 
‘Acres Close’ 
‘Winnow Close’  
and ‘Pastures Place’. 

 
19   PLANNING DECISIONS 
 

 The Assistant Town Clerk submitted for information a schedule of 
planning decisions made by the Local Planning Authority, a copy  
of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of 
which appears as Appendix C to these Minutes in the Minute 
Book. 

 
20 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
 The Assistant Town Clerk submitted for information, a schedule 

of comments on planning applications made by Members, a copy 
of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of 
which appears as Appendix D to these Minutes in the Minute 
Book. 
 
 

 The meeting closed at 10.45 am. 
 

 
 
Signed …………………………………… Dated ……………… 

  Town Mayor and Chairman of the Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject: 
Date: 
Author: 

Wimborne Minster Town Council 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

Appendix A – Speeding Matters (Min 393 – 26.03.21) 
14 May 2021 
Assistant Town Clerk 

Members have discussed the issue of speeding along St John’s Hill and Rowlands 
Hill at the previous two Planning and Environment Committees. At the last meeting 
held on 26 March 2021, the following actions were recorded: 

RESOLVED 
a) that Dorset Council be asked to undertake a traffic speed survey along this

section of Rowlands Hill to obtain data to establish whether the criteria for a
SID would be met (the timing to be agreed with the Chairman of the
Committee); and

b) the Assistant Town Clerk contact Corfe Mullen Town Council to obtain the
necessary information regarding the Community Speedwatch to establish
whether such an initiative was feasible in Wimborne Minster.

Since this date, the Town Council has also been made aware of speeding and traffic 
issues along Allenview Road near to the First School and along Cranborne Road 
near the entrance to the new housing development. 

On 23 April 2021, the Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk held a meeting with 
Dorset Police regarding the possibility of setting up a Community Speedwatch in 
Wimborne Minster. 

Attached to this report at Appendices 1 and 2 are two helpful factsheets about the 
scheme including information on costs, training available, equipment and set up and 
numbers of volunteers needed. 

Dorset Police advised that they have found the Community Speedwatch groups to 
be more effective than the use of SIDs. 

Following the meeting with Dorset Police and to gauge community support for such a 
scheme, Officers of the Town Council contacted the members of the public who had 
previously complained about speeding and traffic issues in and around Wimborne 
Minster. A handful of those people indicated that they would be interested in joining 
and supporting a scheme in this area.   

A number of roads around Wimborne Minster have already been vetted and 
approved as sites to conduct speedwatch exercises. At the request of the Town 
Clerk, additional roads have been added to this list. They will be reviewed and have 
a road risk assessment carried out by a member of the Police staff to ensure they 
are also suitable sites. 



The Town Council is aware that Community Speedwatch groups may also be set up 
at the Wimborne First School (parents group) and in Colehill. 
 
As detailed on the attached factsheets, the group requires a minimum of six 
volunteers with one team coordinator to run successfully. The equipment is initially 
provided through Dorset Police however, once the group is established, they are 
asked to provide funding to purchase the kit at an approximate cost of £320.  
 
Officers have yet to instruct Dorset Council to undertake a traffic survey along 
Rowlands Hill.  
 
Members are requested to provide guidance to the Town Clerk on the following 
points: 
 

1. Is the Committee minded to establish a Community Speedwatch Group in 
Wimborne Minster? 

2. Is the Committee minded to cover the £320 cost of the equipment (information 
on this is available in Appendix 1)? 

3. Would any of the Councillors be willing to join the group as a volunteer? 
4. Are Members minded to defer the expense of undertaking the traffic survey at 

Rowlands Hill pending progress with this initiative. The Community 
Speedwatch Group will be better suited to carrying out speed prevention 
exercises in that area.  



 

 

Dorset Community Speed Watch 

1. Established in 2013 Community Speed Watch (CSW) volunteers continue to assist 
Dorset Police by providing a visible presence and deterrent to motorists through 
monitoring those exceeding the speed limit. 

2. CSW operates under the authority of the Chief Constable, who together with the PCC 
is a great advocate of the initiative. 

3. CSW in Dorset now has in excess of 900 volunteers and over 80 teams There is no 
“one size fits all.” It is for the groups to decide how they set themselves up and the 
areas they monitor.  For instance, a town the size of Wimborne may have a number 
of separate groups or one single group subdivided across the town,  that are 
managed by one team coordinator. 

4. In order to set up a team there needs to be a minimum of six volunteers.  Each team 
must have an identified coordinator. New volunteers can register their interest via 
the Dorset Road Safe website. 

5. Volunteers aren’t vetted although a suitability assessment that involves a light 
background check and a short interview is carried out by an officer from the local 
Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT).  This is to ensure the volunteer understands 
the remit of CSW, which is to educate and deter motorists from speeding.  CSW is 
not about “catching people”. 

6. Volunteers will often specify the roads they wish to monitor, although the 
parish/town council can also put forward suggested locations.   Teams can only 
operate from sites that have been approved and have had a road risk assessment 
carried out by a member of police staff who is authorised to do so.   

7. Once volunteers have been processed and site assessments completed, an officer 
from the NPT will arrange their training.  The teams operate to procedures set by 
Dorset Police this is to ensure the health and safety of the volunteers, and of the 
motorists being monitored. There is also a code of conduct that must be adhered to. 

8. Dorset Police carries no insurance liability for the volunteers, but a recognised watch 
group public liability insurance is provided through the national  

9. Equipment is initially provided through Dorset Police.  Once established the team 
must find funding to purchase the equipment at an approximate cost of £320, often 
this is provided through the parish/town council.  A set consists of: 
1 Bushnell Speed Detector 
6 mixed size jackets marked Community Speed Watch and compliant with EN471  
1 clicker to record traffic volume 
1 clipboard  
1 dictaphone (optional) 



10. Speed Watch sessions are usually an hour in duration and whilst we don’t specify 
how frequently teams should monitor, practice shows that the more teams are 
visible, the greater the benefit in terms of slowing speeds. 

11. Following a roadside session, the teams return their spreadsheets to CSW admin 
staff who establish the registered keeper details. Advisory letters are then sent to 
registered keeper.   

12. We operate a three-letter system, the first two being advisory, with the third being 
hand delivered by a member of the Neighbourhood Policing Team, though in future 
it is intended this will be an officer from the No Excuse Team.  The purpose of this 
visit is to explain the consequences of continued speeding and to talk to them about 
their driving. 

13.  Excessive or high speeds recorded are sent as a direct referral to No Excuse officers 
to determine a course of action. 

14. Teams receive monthly statistics that they can share with their parish/town council.   
15. CSW teams also have the benefit of a dedicated camera operator who works with 

them at the roadside.  These sessions result in speed enforcement rather than the 
advisory letter.   

16. Coordinators receive regular bulletins, participate in Coordinator meetings, public 
events and an annual conference. 

17. On occasion teams are also asked to participate in roads policing operations, when 
Road Safe deploys all its resources in a specific area.  The purpose of this is to 
reinforce the message in respect of speeding and other traffic offences.   
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COMMUNITY 
SPEED WATCH

Reducing 
Speed 
Through 
Education

Driver education Contact us

Dorset Road Safe

Driving for work

The Dorset Police Driver Awareness Course 
(DAS) is open to anyone keen to improve their 
driver education. 

As well as examining the 
consequences of excess and 
inappropriate speed, the course 
also provides an opportunity for 
drivers to refresh their observation 
and hazard perception skills.

Courses are available to attend in 
Bournemouth, Poole, Blandford and Weymouth 
and last for three hours.

To find out more and book your place email: 
driverawareness@dorset.pnn.police.uk or call 
the DAS admin office on 01305 227670.

If you are interested in becoming involved with 
Community Speed Watch please contact your 
local Neighbourhood Policing Team via 
www.DorsetRoadSafe.org.uk

Or email enquiries@dorset.police.pnn.uk

Dorset Road Safe is a partnership of agencies 
working to reduce the number of serious road 
traffic casualties and deaths.  

Dorset County Council 

Bournemouth Borough Council 

Borough of Poole 

Dorset Police 

Dorset Fire and Rescue Service 

Highways Agency 

SafeWise 

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) Dorset 

Dorset Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner (OPCC) 

Dorset Police provides education sessions 
to groups of business drivers. Specifically 
developed for people who drive for work the 
sessions cover a range of useful topics, including 
health and safety legislation, vehicle dynamics 
and load, observation skills, hazard perception 
and driver fatigue. Sessions can also be tailored 
to meet an organisation’s specific needs.

To find out how your organisation can benefit, 
contact us on 01202 227670 or 01305 227670, 
email business-drivers@dorset.pnn.police.uk



Community Speed Watch 
(CSW)

Speed Limits are there for 
a reason

CSW aims to educate drivers who exceed the 
speed limit and make communities safer by 
reducing vehicle speeds.

Volunteers assist the Police in achieving this 
aim by monitoring vehicle speeds in locations 
where speeding is a reported problem.

Volunteers only operate at approved Police 
sites. They are trained to use speed monitoring 
equipment and aware of their personal health 
and safety requirements.

Volunteers record and log details of vehicles 
exceeding the speed limit resulting in an 
advisory letter. 

Commercial, rental/leased vehicles and those 
used in agriculture and construction are all 
subject to this scheme.

Details of vehicles monitored repeatedly 
exceeding the speed limit are passed on to the 
local Police for further attention.

CSW operates under the direction of the 
Police. Volunteers are instructed not to get 
involved in any disputes. Any abuse, threats, 
acts of intimidation or violence towards 
volunteers will be reported to the Police.

Community Speed Watch aims to keep 
communities safer.

If you require further information please contact 
your local neighbourhood policing team. 

For more information about anything discussed in 
this leaflet, please visit: 
www.DorsetRoadSafe.org.uk

Speed is a significant factor in fatal road 
collisions.

The difference of a few mph can mean the 
difference between life and death. 

Small increases in speed can have significant 
consequences.

The faster someone is driving the less time 
they have to stop if something unexpected 
happens. 

Adjust speed according to the conditions of the 
road.

Consider the consequences of causing injury 
or even death to others due to driving at 
excess speed.

Don’t assume it is safe to break the speed limit 
because there is less traffic on an open road 
ahead. 

There may be unexpected hazards.

Inappropriate or excessive speed.

Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Not wearing a seat belt.

Driver distractions such as a mobile phone.

Careless and inconsiderate driving.

Many fatal and serious injury collisions on 
Dorset’s roads involve one or more of the 
following factors:

If driving with any of these factors present, 
you are putting your life and the lives of your 
passengers, as well as other road users, at 
serious risk of harm.
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Wimborne Minster Town Council 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

Appendix B– Possible Footpath Project 
14 May 2021 
Assistant Town Clerk 

The Assistant Town Clerk recently became aware of a partnership scheme that is 
being run by Devon County Council with the local Town and Parish Councils support. 

It is known as the Parish Paths Partnerships Scheme and is an initiative to ensure 
that the entire rights of way network is legally defined, properly maintained and well 
publicised. 

This is being brought to the attention of the Committee in view of the obvious support 
for footpaths and rights of way in the Town and the recent growth in healthy lifestyles 
and the need for public spaces for exercising. 

The Countryside Commission originally launched the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) 
Scheme in 1992. Initially it was a demonstration project and was grant-aided by the 
Commission. Parish councils and other local groups were encouraged to agree with 
the highway authority a programme of works on the path network to improve the 
paths and encourage their use. The Commission funded the highway authority to 
recruit a liaison officer to support the groups involved in the scheme and also funded 
the cost of the works carried out. The Agency’s financial support for the pilot scheme 
has now ended, but in Devon it is still funded by Devon County Council. Devon was 
one of the first fifteen Highway Authorities to participate in the scheme and therefore 
one of the longest councils still working in partnership with Parish/Town Councils, 
landowners and local voluntary groups. 

Following further research, it is apparent that whilst this national initiative has ended 
(the Countryside Commission ceased to exist in 1999 and has now evolved into 
Natural England), similar schemes have been organised in counties across the UK.  

‘Paths for Communities’ was launched by Natural England between the years of 
2012 and 2014 with a total fund of £2million available for developing existing and 
new public rights of way. 

Many of these schemes created a successful multiagency network with a strong 
volunteer community to manage and maintain the public rights of way in rural areas 
and many of these schemes are still in existence today. 

An interesting case study of a Parish Paths Partnership scheme in Shropshire can 
be found on the Local Government Association website: 

Shropshire Case Study Link 

The Committee might wish to indicate whether they are minded to support further 
research by the Assistant Town Clerk with a view to developing a similar project in 

https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/shropshire-council


Wimborne Minster. If so, the Assistant Town Clerk will present a further report in due 
course and advise the Personnel, Policy and Strategy Committee accordingly. 



PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE – 14th May 2021  

DECISIONS REPORT - Appendix C

Application 
Number 

Address Details Town 
Council 
Comments 

Dorset 
Council 
Decision 

3/20/2052/HOU 2 Lacy Drive Demolish existing 
conservatory, form a 
new single storey 
extension to the side 
and rear to form new 
family room and utility 
as amended by plans 
received 19 March 2021 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/2213/HOU 165 Leigh 
Road 

Single storey side and 
rear extension, demolish 
existing rear extension 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/2254/CLP 19 Grenville 
Road 

Single storey rear extension Lawful 

3/20/2119/FUL Vacant Land, 
Brook Road 

Proposed detached 
dwelling with attached 
garage and parking 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/1763/HOU 29 Avenue 
Road 

Rear ground floor 
extension and change first 
floor flat roof to a dual 
pitched roof 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/0943/HOU 9 King Street External finishes: Remove 
render to reveal original 
facing brickwork. Re-point 
brickwork. Rear: Remove 
covered porch at rear to 
form single storey 
extension and partially 
remove existing external 
walls. Internal: Localised 
removal of internal walls 
as indicated on drawing 
003. Remove secondary
stair.

No Objection Granted 

3/20/2240/HOU 21 Minster 
View 

Single storey rear 
extension, demolish 
existing conservatory, 
form side dormer 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/2295/LB Vetsmiths, 16 
West 
Borough  

Erect signage comprising 
of main building sign, 1no 
hanging sign and 1no 
brass plate 
(Retrospective) (Amended 
plans) 

No Objection Granted 



3/20/1745/ADV Vetsmiths, 16 
West 
Borough  

Erect signage comprising 
of main building sign, 1no 
hanging sign and 1no 
brass plate 
(Retrospective) (Amended 
plans) 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/2057/FUL Allendale 
Community 
Centre 

Replacement roof to 
existing building as 
amended by plans 
received 22 March 2021 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/2310/CLP 16 Yew Tree 
Close 

Our 4 bedroom 
bungalow sits on top of 
our double garage. We 
are proposing to drop a 
staircase from bedroom 
four into the garage and 
convert it into a 
bedroom with en-suite 
and utility room. The 
double garage 
measurement is 
7metres long and 6.5 
meters wide. Within this 
the staircase is 1m wide 
next to the staircase will 
be a small room to 
house washing 
machine/tumble dryer 
1x1.5 m ensuite 2x1.5m. 
The remaining space is 
the bedroom with walkin 
wardrobe and lounging 
area which will be 
closed off from the 
bedroom with sliding 
doors 

** Not Lawful 



3/20/2302/CON
DR 

19 Wimborne 
Road 

Minor material 
amendment to vary 
Condition 2 of approved 
P/A 3/20/0741/FUL 
(Demolition of the 
existing annex and 
erection of a detached 
dwelling with associated 
access and parking 
(revised scheme) at 19 
& 19A Wimborne Road, 
Wimborne Minster, 
Wimborne, Dorset, 
BH21 1NP) to modify 
the roof space, living 
room extension, 
basement floor and 
increase the main house 
by 1 metre. 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/2304/NMA Land at 
Cranborne 
Road 

Non material 
amendment to 
Approved P/A 
3/18/0054/RM Reserved 
matters details 
(following approval of 
3/14/0016/OUT) for the 
first phase of 
development off 
Cranborne Road 
comprising: the 
construction of 318 
residential dwellings; 
public open space; 
vehicular, cycle and 
pedestrian access; 
access for the proposed 
first school; landscape 
planting; surface water 
attenuation features; 
foul water pumping 
station and associated 
infrastructure to 
Remove Roof lights 
from 6no Houses, Types 
419 

** Granted 



3/20/1809/FUL 6 Livingstone 
Road 

Proposed 1 bedroom 
bungalow with parking 
and garden. Utilising 
existing access from 
Brook Road. As 
amended by plan rec'd 
8/4/21 to show 
landscaping areas on 
frontage 

No Objection Granted 

3/20/0944/LB 9 King Street Remove covered porch, 
to form single storey 
extension and partially 
remove existing external 
walls, and other 
alterations to Listed 
Building 

No Objection Granted 

3/21/0098/HOU 9 Westfield 
Close 

Single storey rear 
extension and extend 
existing front porch 

No Objection Granted 



PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE – 14th May 2021 

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED - Appendix D

Application 
Number 

Address Details (click on 
the Web 
Link to 
Planning 
Portal) 

Response 
due date 

Observation 

3/21/0547/CO
NDR 

The Haven 
Burts Hill 

Application to Vary 
Condition 2 of approved 
P/A 3/20/1249/FUL 
Demolish existing 
dwelling , garage and 
pool and erect 
replacement dwelling 
and garage to amend 
the plans to reflect the 
new design 

Web Link 05.04.21 No Objection 

3/21/0217/FUL Allenbourn 
Middle School 

Replacement vehicular 
& pedestrian access 
gates and new 2.4m 
high fencing, to front 
(west) entrance. 

Web Link 20.04.21 No Objection 

3/21/0233/FUL 58 Leigh Road Installation of drop kerbs Web Link 21.04.21 No Objection 

3/21/0307/FUL 20 St Johns 
Hill 

Sever plot and extend 
annexe to form a 
separate dwelling and 
extend existing dwelling 

Web Link 22.04.21 No Objection 

3/21/0172/HO
U 

17 Howarth Rd Garage extension to 
form home office. 

Web Link 27.04.21 No Objection 

3/21/0256/FUL 19 Wimborne 
Rd 

Erection of a pair of 
semi-detached 
dwellings with 
associated access and 
parking and formation of 
access and parking for 
existing dwelling 

Web Link 11.05.21 No Objection 
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